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Dear Honourable Member,

I would like to thank you and the co-signatories for your letter relating to the Apulia 
Rural Development Programme 2014-2020, in connection with the risk of decommitment 
of funds from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) under 
the so-called ‘n + 3 rule 'l.

In January, the Italian authorities submitted an expenditure declaration for the payments 
made to beneficiaries in the last quarter of2020. The declaration, which is being verified 
by my services, shows a level of expenditure to be charged to the EU budget lower than 
the amount needed to avoid automatic decommitment under the above rule.

At the end of January, the Italian authorities submitted a request under Article 38 (3) and 
(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013, for an exception to the application of the n+3 rule, 
due to legal proceedings having suspensory effects and force majeure (Covid-19 
pandemic) seriously affecting implementation of the RDP. The Italian authorities 
provided justifications and asked the Commission not to apply automatic decommitment 
for the Programme in question at the end of2020.

1 Cf. Article 38 of Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council
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My services are verifying now whether the conditions set by the legislation for granting 
such an exception are fulfilled and what amount subject to the automatic decommitment 
could be exempted due to legal proceedings having suspensory effect and/or justified by 
impossibility to disburse due to force majeure related to Covid-19. They will inform the 
Italian authorities accordingly.

As mentioned above, this latter request was also on the grounds of the Covid-19 
pandemic. In this respect, I can reassure you that the Commission will take into 
consideration the impact that the pandemic has had on the Programme implementation, 
on the basis of the information provided by the Italian authorities.

Yours faithfully,

Ursula von der Leyen
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